DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
him alone, I was amazed and depressed beyond description. His
speeches are still available to anybody who cares to read them
and form his own picture of the man.
The third of these foremost Socialist leaders left the House in
circumstances which are in most people's memory.
That tragedy of 1931 wrecked the great Socialist Party, which
might have reinvigorated England, made England a land
belonging to all its people, not only to a few, which might have
made it invincible within its frontiers, humane and happy at home,
There is no hope in that party now. The health has gone out of
it. It has been out-manoeuvred at every turn, it flounders about
this way and that, always out of its depth in foreign policy,
impotent to get anything done in England about slums, unem-
ployment, under-nutrition, bad housing, and ill-health.
There are many men on the other side of the House who keenly
feel these things, who see the dangers and the evils, but apparently
the iron clutch of the Party Machine, which relentlessly rends any
man who votes against The Party on any major class issue,
intimidates them.
Those events of 1931 represent a major tragedy in British history,
and if England returns to the Dark Ages they will mark the
beginning of the process.
Now see what happens to a man who tries to enlighten you.
For eight years L. MacNeill Weir was Parliamentary Private
Secretary to the man who, tragically, was at the head of the
Socialist Party in that historic hour, Ramsay MacDonald. In
nearly every country this tragedy was repeated — the great
Socialist Parties that forced their way through oppression and
victimization to within reach of power in the second half of the
nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth century, threw up
leaders unworthy of themselves*
Mr. MacNeill Weir tried for three years to publish a book giving
the history of that momentous crisis. Here are his words:
I had thought that if one had a case to put before the British
public it would be possible to put that case. I had thought
that the freedom of the ^ress and of publication had been
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